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NHPGA Board Welcomes 

New Members 

At the NHPGA Summer Meeting at Lake 

Street Garden Center in Salem in July, 

elections to the NHPGA Board of Directors 

were held. Filling slots left by retiring 

Board Members, Matt Johnson and Andy 

Huntington become the NHPGA’s newest 

Board members. 

Matt has been employed with the SHS 

Griffin division of Griffin Greenhouse Sup-
plies for over a year now and he is proud to 
be serving the Northern New England 

greenhouse and nursery marketplace. His 
duties at Griffin include the sale of young 
plants and seed within Northern New Eng-

land. Matt also is responsible for offering 
his technical experience, as well as con-
necting his growers with the GGS Pro tech-

nical support division of Griffin. Previous-
ly, he was the lead grower of the Pleasant 
View Gardens Pembroke growing facility. 

He played a key role in the growing of the 
Proven Winners line of plants in liners and 
finished product. Matt says his experiences 

at Pleasant View helped him develop a 
strong understanding of the industry in all 
of its aspects. Before entering into the 
greenhouse world at Pleasant View, Matt 

studied at the University of Maine in Oro-
no, earning a degree in environmental hor-
ticulture in 2010. During the summer after 

his graduation, he worked under the Direc-
tor of Horticultural facilities in the Roger 
Clapp Greenhouses, as well as the Lisle 

Littlefield Ornamental gardens at the Uni-
versity. Most recently, he completed a 
Master’s degree in Business Administra-

tion, as well as a certificate in advanced 
Graduate studies in Strategic Marketing 
from Plymouth State University. Matt is 

very excited to help strengthen the NHPGA 
by serving on the board and acting as a liai-
son between the organization and the New 

Hampshire growers. Johnson said, “I feel 
that my role with SHS Griffin in Northern 
New England will be a great way for me to 

strengthen the connection between the New 
Hampshire growers and the NHPGA.” 

Andy Huntington was born in 1981, and on  

the third day of his life, his parents, owners 

of Pleasant View Gardens in Loudon, 

brought him to the greenhouse, so he’s lit-

erally grown up in the industry. He’s never 

been a grower but always worked odds and 

ends at the greenhouse into his teens. In 

2000, Andy enrolled at the Thompson 

School at UNH, graduated with a degree in 

Business, and later transferred to DePaul 

University in Chicago.  After working non-

horticulture jobs for two years, Andy went 

to the Ohio Florist Association’s Short 

Course in 2006 on a whim, and realized 

how much he missed the industry. A few 

months later, he began working for The 

John Henry Company selling tags and sign-

age in the Midwest, even calling on Mom 

and Pops back at Pleasant View in New 

Hampshire, and eventually moving up to 

National accounts. After 6 ½ years at JH 

(and 9 ½ years in Chicago), Huntington 

was ready for a new challenge and went 

back to work at PVG, and is currently re-

sponsible for liner sales in the North-

east.  Huntington said, “My hope for being  

on the NHPGA Board is to work closely 

with other members, and bring ideas from 

the experience accumulated in my profes-

sional career to help drive growth and ex-

citement to the NHPGA.” 

Shop your Local Green-

house and Garden Center 

for the Holidays 

Most people think of their local Green-

house or Garden Center for locally grown 

plants for the spring, summer or fall, but 

many offer wonderful selections for 

Thanksgiving and Christmas as well. 

The Holidays are a great season for live 

plants and décor for our homes, and many 

Garden Centers and Greenhouses offer a  

Churchill’s Garden Center in Exeter 

Upcoming Events 
Ninth Annual  

UNH Poinsettia Trials  

Open House 

Celebrate the Season! 

With over 100 Varieties  

of Poinsettias 

At the UNH Macfarlane  

Greenhouse and Thompson  

School Horticultural Facilities 

Durham, NH 

Dec. 4th, 5th & 6th, 2014 

For more info visit: 

www.colsa.unh.edu/aes/
macfarlane 

 

Joint Winter Meeting 

NH Landscape Association, 

 NHPGA & UNH Cooperative 

 Extension Present 

Keynote Speaker,  

Patrick D. McGuinness 

“Employee Recruiting and Re-
tention in a Seasonal Industry” 

& Educational Sessions 

January 16th, 2015 

8:00 - 3:30 

Grappone Center, Concord, NH 

complete selection for the upcoming holidays. 

If you are looking for poinsettias, greenhouses 

and garden centers are the place to shop. They 

can offer you a great selection and advice to go 

with that beautiful addition to your home. 

Many Garden Centers also have Christmas 

shops as well within their store, offering décor 

for your home or tree, or they may have a flo-

rist which can provide a centerpiece for your 

holiday table. They are also great places to 

shop for the gardener on your list, as many of-

fer unique gift ideas, plants, or a gift certificate 

for the upcoming season to help you with your 

gift list. 

The plants you are purchasing at these estab-

lishments are often grown there or at another 

local New Hampshire greenhouse, so that 

these purchases are supporting NH Horticul-

ture year round and you are supporting a local 

NH business. 


